What to do if you have been in a

Car Accident in Seattle

Best Practices
If the Collision is minor and you don’t
need Police response:

If you are involved or
witness an auto accident
where medical or police
assistance needed

Exchange Insurance information.
You can report the Collision online via the
Collision Report with Washington State
Patrol.

call 911.

If there is over $1,000 in damages, you
are required by law to report the collision
to the Washington State Patrol.

If you need a copy of your collision
report for your insurance

If involved in a crash and if no one is
injured, it’s not necessary to wait for law
enforcement before moving vehicles.
Injuries sometimes take time to become
symptomatic, so don’t state that you are
not hurt when you don’t know yet
whether this is the case. Also, if you can
safely photograph the scene and vehicles
before moving them, this is advised.

Washington State Patrol is the
custodian of all collision reports
within the State of Washington.
You can request a copy of any
collision report through their
website.
If you were in an accident outside
of Seattle City limits, you can
contact the local agency where
the collision occurred, or you can
search the WSP Collision Report
Search application.

Washington State Law requires you to
move your vehicle from the roadway in
a non-injury crash if your vehicle is
operable and it is safe to move it. Then
you can exchange information with
others involved and witnesses.

Dealing with Insurance Companies

Contact an auto accident attorney early.
Consultations at Wiener & Lambka are free
and can make you aware of concerns that
you didn’t know existed.

Do not give a recorded or written
statement, except to the police or your
own insurance carrier.

Take pictures. Take photographs of the
property damage and accident scene.
Take pictures of any scarring or bruising.

Do not sign anything without an
attorney reviewing it first.

Do not discuss your injuries with the at-fault
insurance company. You should discuss only
the damage to your car and the need for a
rental car. Consultations with a personal injury
attorney are free and advised before your deal
with the insurance companies involved.

Do not give over your medical records or
agree to an “independent” medical exam
with anyone, including your own
insurance company, without first
speaking to an attorney.

Medical Attention for
Auto Accident Related Injury

Seek medical attention for your
injury either at the emergency
room or as soon as possible
with your primary care
physician.

Your injury requires
documentation. Without
documentation, any claim you
might pursue later could be
adversely affected.

Wiener & Lambka

If you don’t obtain treatment,
the other driver’s insurance
company will assume that you
have not suffered any injury.

555 S. Renton Village Place,
Suite #580, Renton, WA 98057

https://www.wienerandlambka.com/

(425)271-8900.

